
Report of Eastwood Park Progress/Follow-up Meeting       AGENDA 6, Enc iv) 
 

PRESENT 
Cllr Gerry Price (Chair), Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr Russ Greig, Mike Jeffrey (NCC, Countryside and 
Green Spaces Manager), Sam Talbot (NCC, Green Spaces Officer for the West), Duncan Graham 
(Chair Prudhoe Youth Club Football Club PYCFC), County Cllr Gordon Stewart, Sarah Eden 
 
Apologies: Cllr Jennifer McGee, Cllr Angie Scott, Geoff Cant (Active Northumberland) 
 
Cllr Gerry Price introduced those who had not met previously. 
 
1. Report of the meeting on 27th November 2018 
It was agreed to as a true record. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
a) With regards to antisocial behaviour County Cllr Gordon Steward advised that the temporary 
cameras installed are still in position although they were expected to have been moved by now.  It 
was confirmed that the camera is not monitored 24/7 but rather can be used for reference when 
incidents are reported. 
 
The issue or antisocial behaviour versus late night use was discussed.  Mike Jeffrey confirmed that 
it was not NCC policy to lock an open public space, from an access and a capacity point of view.  It 
was discussed that some users may wish to walk in the park after dark or very early in the morning 
and this was an open public space.  Duncan Graham commented that locking the gates would 
prevent dog walkers coming in at night and not picking up and it would deter opportunistic 
vandalism.  Sarah Eden advised that the feelings on social media and in surveys were that if 
money was spent on the park that locking the gates would prevent damage.  Mike Jeffrey 
confirmed that this could be brought back for discussion if there was an issue with antisocial 
behaviour and damage, but presently this was not the case; this was backed up by County Cllr 
Stewart with information from a recent Community Safety Hub meeting. 
 
b) Painting of external perimeter fence is complete.  Cllr Russ Greig mentioned the trees that were 
enclosed that were not previously, with reference to the Town Council becoming responsible for 
them when the play area was transferred.  Sam Talbot agreed to look into this advising that they 
were all checked and fine but also suggesting that they may not have to be transferred along with 
the play area. 
 
c) Litter bins were on the agenda under environment, however, Sam Talbot confirmed that she had 
purchased two additional dual purpose bins and was struggling to get them installed.  Sarah Eden 
agreed to send some contacts who could quote to get them installed.  Mike Jeffrey agreed that this 
should be prioritised.  Cllr Russ Greig highlighted that there were no bins at the top end of the 
park. 
 
d) Mike Jeffrey confirmed approximately £14,500 was remaining after invoices for play equipment, 
seeding and shrubs had been paid for and that this could be discussed later under ‘The 
Environment’. 
 
e) It was confirmed that planning permission for the cricket pavilion has been approved and 
Duncan Graham would update on plans later in the meeting. 
 
f) Mike Jeffrey confirmed that the old play equipment was still in situ as was the fencing and that as 
yet there was not a schedule for this to be removed.  It was agreed that this should be progressed.  
County Cllr Gordon Stewart asked if the equipment could be reused elsewhere.  Mike Jeffrey 
confirmed that he was happy to consider this is individuals wished to get in touch. 
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g) With respect to the play equipment, Sarah Eden asked whether if there was a piece of play 
equipment within the park that was not fenced around separately, this would allow enforcement of 
the PSPO regarding dogs.  Mike Jeffrey was unsure but did feel uncomfortable as this appeared a 
direct attempt to ban dogs.  The issue of dog fouling was discussed in detail and Cllr Gerry Price 
advised that he intended raising the issue with Guy Opperman in a bid to ban dogs from sports 
fields where the health and safety implications far outweighed any other aspect.  Cllr Russ Greig 
stated that it would be important to seek public opinion before considering any such ban.  Mike 
Jeffrey advised that sports fields were not included in the NCC PSPO but that it was within their 
power to do so.  Mike Jeffrey agreed to speak with the NCC legal team about the issue. 
 
Sarah Eden asked about the trial with the dog bags dispensers and whether there were any left 
that could be installed at Eastwood Park.  County Cllr Gordon Stewart said he would ask Wayne 
Daley as this was his trial.  Mike Jeffrey advised that as far as he was aware it had not worked well 
with folk taking lots of bags rather than what they needed. 
 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart advised that dog-fouling was a county-wide issue and it was being 
brought to the forefront all the time, as well as advising that he had arranged a publicity event at 
Eastwood Park on Thursday afternoon that everyone was welcome to attend. 
 
Cllr Gerry Price reported that at a recent liaison meeting he asked the cost of an enforcement 
officer and this quoted to be in the region of £36k, including salary, on-costs and equipment.  Cllr 
Gerry Price offered that the Town Council could support an enforcement officer but this would be 
the cost.  Sarah Eden asked if the cost could be shared with neighbouring parishes.  County Cllr 
Gordon Stewart suggested speaking with Cramlington Town Council who had recently employed, 
through NCC, a civil enforcement officer.  Duncan Graham suggested that a combined role with 
park keeper could be considered.    
 
Mike Jeffrey reiterated to Sam Talbot that they needed to speak to the legal team about an order 
for football pitches, with the caveat that this could mean they have to be fenced. 
 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart suggested that if Cllr Gerry Price wished to raise this with MP Guy 
Opperman, he would be at the Parish Hall information event on 2nd March from 10:00 am until 12 
noon. 
 
Cllr Gerry Price also acknowledged that Cllr Russ Greig was pushing awareness at Adderlane 
Academy who had also reported issues around their entrance.  Cllr Gordon Stewart advised that 
Adderlane Academy had designed posters for Eastwood Park but sadly they had not lasted long.  
Sarah Eden confirmed that Wilton Holmes was set to put up more posters a=in a bid to raise 
awareness and shame those who do not pick up.   
 
It was agreed that discussion had been exhausted on this issue and therefore would not be raised 
again under ‘The Environment’. 
 
h) County Cllr Gordon Stewart advised that the petition for a skate park at Eastwood Park would 
be received at the March Tynedale Area Committee Meeting and it had attracted 186 signatures.  
It was discussed whether there was a need for a further skate park in Prudhoe and whether 
Highfield Park Skate Park was likely to be upgraded in the future.  Sarah Eden confirmed that 
there was no money in the 2018/19 budget to update the skate park but that did not mean that 
funding could not be applied for, as well as advising that a group of Cllrs were very keen to 
progress a Town Council Plan with input from the community as to where spending should be 
directed, so this could come up, but perhaps not a timely as those petitioning would want it. 
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The use of the bottom area of Eastwood Park was also discussed as a potential skate area.  Sam 
Talbot confirmed that this would be more costly than using the hard standing already at the top but 
it was not discountable. 
 
It was agreed that attracting funding for a skate park would require a user’s group, which County 
Cllr Gordon Stewart indicated he had advised those initiating the petition. 
 
i) Sam Talbot advised that the gates into Eastwood Park do not open properly as they hit the 
grass.  Mike Jeffrey asked if this could be followed up with property.  Duncan Graham advised that 
PYCFC has suggested a pedestrian gate at the bottom of Eastwood Park so those parking up can 
leave directly to the old Eastwood School site pitches, otherwise he fears people will park on the 
road for easiness. 
 
3. Further Investment/Funding 
Mike Jeffrey confirmed that NCC had identified £150k for all parks in the coming financial year so 
there were opportunities to get some funding for Eastwood Park. 
 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart advised that he had money in his ‘capital small schemes funding’ 
budget. 
 
Sarah Eden advised that there was funding in from the for Former Mining Communities that may 
be suitable for Cllr Russ Greig’s idea about a memorial for those who died in West Wylam Colliery 
and the suggestion that the Miners Tub could be relocated from Princess Way.  On asking about 
the accessibility of funding to the Town Council, although this was NCC’s park, Sam Talbot 
confirmed a letter of support is usually sufficient and assurance that parties are working together.  
Sam Talbot also mentioned that the resting place of a footballer who died in the colliery has been 
found by Ray Moore at West Road Cemetery. 
 
4. Hard Surface 
Sam Talbot advised that it would be inexpensive to scrub off the top of the hard standing, relay 
and paint as required.  With respect to tennis, Duncan Graham commented that he knew someone 
who may drive this forward, adding that PYCFC wants to see as many clubs and sports at 
Eastwood Park as possible as this opened more doors for funding. 
 
Mike Jeffrey asked if Sam Talbot could work up the costs to restore the tennis courts with nets and 
posts, as well as a multi-use games area with high fence and all court markings. 
 
Floodlights and a booking system to use the courts/MUGA were discussed.  Mike Jeffrey 
explained that in other areas there were few barriers to using such spaces and were simply 
accessible to all.  Cllr Gerry Price suggested that if popular there could be issues with people 
hogging the space.  Mike Jeffrey responded that it would be wonderful if demand was really high 
and if this was the case they would have to look at it. 
 
Cllr Chris Cuthbert suggested that the four courts should be sorted as quickly as possible to get 
them in use.  Mike Jeffrey agreed that the options should be investigated and presented. 
 
5. Cricket Pavilion 
Duncan Graham confirmed that the total project cost was estimated at £386k for which PYCFC 
has secured £325k.  Duncan Graham described that they had received a lot of knock-backs from 
funding providers but they were confident they would get the £61k needed before the application to 
the football foundation on 21st April.   
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Duncan Graham described that the fallback position is to do a partial refurbishment but all parties 
involved have expressed a strong preference for the whole thing to be done.  Sarah Eden 
mentioned ‘crowdfunding’ as a possibility; however Cllr Russ Greig advised that a return would be 
required.   
 
Duncan Graham expressed that PYCFC would be taking on £6,000 running costs from NCC and 
that they would need to cover that cost by selling refreshments via the kitchen on match days and 
training nights and by opening up the facilities to the community. 
 
6. Bowls Pavilion 
Cllr Gordon Stewart advised that there was interest in the use of the bowls pavilion and that some 
of those who had looked around or contacted Sam Talbot wished to remain anonymous for 
commercial reasons but confirmed that there was more than one business and several community 
interest groups.  Sarah Eden asked if Community Interest Groups would be favoured since this 
was a public space.  Mike Jeffrey responded that they had an open mind but needed to progress 
to real ‘expressions of interest’. 
 
Sam Talbot advised that they would need to speak to property and get the building ready prior to 
seeking ‘expressions of interest’.  Sarah Eden commented that this had been the case at Tyne 
Riverside and the project had not moved any further and that often Community Interest Groups 
may wish to take on a building ‘as seen’.  Sam Talbot confirmed that the priority was getting the 
electricity reconnected, as well as the plumbing and the ceiling and then they would know what 
they were dealing with. 
 
Cllr Russ Greig asked how those interested went about expressing this.  Sam Talbot stated that 
she would happily show anyone around but that when a formal expression of interest is announced 
contact will be through property services. 
 
Duncan Graham and Mike Jeffrey left the meeting. 
 
7. The Environment 
Sam Talbot estimated £8-9k on restoring the hard surfaces.  It was discussed whether new seats 
were required or the refurbishment of the existing seats.  Sarah Eden advised that the Town 
Council would be going out to tender soon for their public seats.  Sam Talbot responded that if the 
seats within Eastwood Park could be included, the costs could be reimbursed.  Sam Talbot 
advised that she had looked at timber picnic tables and asked if it was preferred that these were 
installed on grass or concrete pads.  It was agreed that a concrete pad would be more attractive 
and durable.  With respect to planting, Sam Talbot advised that NCC can manage shrubbery but 
not formal planting.  Cllr Russ Greig suggested that the Town Council could decide that it wished 
to have flower beds, in the play area or as part of a memorial if pursued as this was one of the 
things people had indicated they would like to see in the survey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


